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Flood, and Leak, at the Pentago

DR m,n-. Ay eea, Sa . X ergis ,. Doy

; The reason for the recent he-detector txzzy at the propr[anons r.hat Mr Reaaan wants to achieve by 4 '
Pentagon was that someone dared to whisper the " 1986, Given the Federal deficit ~Congress simply has
true-cost of the Administration’s undiscriminating. - .to demand a better rationale for these investments. ... |
military strategy: not the staggering $1.5 trillion al-. .. 80 far, the Administration’s. strategy seems. to-
ready.budgeted for the next five years; but perhaps: “ amount:to little more than buying more of every-.4
- $2.2 trillion. Defense Secretary :Weinberger: scoffed = thing. Mr-. Weinberger wants. to order two-more 33.
. at the leaked “wish’list’- of.his generals and admi-. ™" “billiori fiuclear supercarriers to-add to-the one Con-4
_rals. To-the Joint Chiefs, ‘however, the-arms-and"" < gress imposed on President Carter. But when planes, 4
" forces they seek are “reqiiirements” if the Pres'dent“;,' escort”vessels and maintenance ‘are’ included, the
: willnot redefine  their military mission.. - i+ -jump to a 15-carrier Navy will cost a staggenng $1
v The emba.rrassmg leak did- not _ compromise na-- b11hon percarrier.;,’ = :."'m - N PP
tional security. It only exposed the real dimensionsof ~ - The Navyasa whole is to be e.xpanded fmm 450:&
--Mr. Reagan’s vague program to-‘‘rearm America,” to 600 warships, at-a vastcost, yet to bé calculated. -
now strongly reaffirmed in his State of the Union ad- “ “The'Army! expectsto get two more divisions and 7 000 &
©Aress.” <SEIEIEREE S S e BT il ke -M-Itanks, The Air Force is down for five more tacti-7
A If there is tnbeany rational limxrto thet buﬂdup cal air. wmgs. “Yet a third or more of each of these”
.the armed forces need more realistic assxgnments-: ; “services is not ready to fight and is. ‘unlikely to’ be:;
or more time, The alarming budget figure their. re- zeady scon if the buildup delays needed supphea re-
quirements’ produced made it clear that even: ‘Mr. pairs, training and transport.: .+ .10 AR
. Reagan’s huge increases ‘will not in five-years pre- - . . The failure to make critical chmcesalso haunts
pare, as he asks, for “prolonged. conventional wars . the Administratidn’s new $180 billion strategic arms -
o . sxmﬂtaneouslyin severa)parrsof the globe,” .. " buildup. It is far from clear that the country needs |
- L o . v'-{*-"?-‘ ‘two new intercontinental missiles, two: new. long-.
e ; N 737 range bombers (at up to $400 million each), sea- as-
: Even ‘before the Chrefs raised the ante, Congress, < well as air- and ground-launched cruise’ raissiles,
: was properly. ‘skeptical that :the' Reagan- ‘budgets new research in ballistic missile defenseand acostly'
~ could buy all-the forces and- ‘weapons on which:Mr. . revivalof antfaircraft and civil defense. e
- Weinberger” had - begun -to: make- down payments.’ * »-..Yet none of this will answer the most unporta.nt
- There are further doubts that the projected buxldup is- trategic problem: the potential vulnerability of ex-:]
reallythebestway tomeet theSoviet challenge..”. " isting silo-based long-range missiles. The Adminis-
.. The Pentagon’s request for $214 billion for 1982, trationis buying big new MX missiles before it knows -
_ slid through Congresslast yearwith littledebate and. - _whether they can be safely based and will put them':
little change. But things.will be ditferent in this diffi- . :“temporarily’’ inthe: same vulnerable- holes. As‘,
-cult economxcyear despite the consensus torgreater Senator Glenn has’ urged, MX should be postponed
m:htarystrength R r L T TR untilitsvalueis clear, . .
+: + Mr.Reaganis expected toseek about $250 billion .’ Incoherent-plans, are bound tn\shatter the con-
for 19837 With inflation-factored out, that:is. adra.=’ sensus for-a military buildup. Mr. Weinberger ought
matic 36. percent above- the- pre-Reagan appropna«f‘ “to pina medal on the leoseutalking leaker: He raised“
, thl‘lS for:1980 but only’ half the increase in apnual ap-™" ‘the right questions, at justtheright time_ -
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